Transcholecystic endoscopic choledocholithotripsy: successful management of retained common bile duct stone.
Removal of large common bile duct stones has been a continuing challenge. The feasibility and efficacy of transcholecystic endoscopic choledocholithotripsy in a high-risk patient are demonstrated in this report. The procedure requires an established cholecystostomy track, catheter dilatation of the cystic duct, and the application of electrohydraulic shock waves to the calculus. The use of a choledochofiberscope permits the passage of the electrohydraulic probe and minimizes complications by direct monitoring. Stone fragments are removed by basket retrieval. This procedure in conjunction with minicholecystostomy may obviate the need for surgery in selected high-risk patients with combined gallbladder and common bile duct stones.